
Albany Law School
presents

The Class of 2020
169th Commencement

friday, the twenty-first day of may,   
two thousand and twenty-one   

at four o’clock in the afternoon

Saratoga Performing Arts Center
4

Saratoga Springs, New York
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Board of Trustees 2019-2020

James E. Hacker ’84, Chair 
Debra B. Treyz ’77, Vice Chair 
Dan S. Grossman ’78, Secretary 
Timothy D. O’Hara ’96, Treasurer 
Jeanine Arden-Ornt ’80 
James N. Benedict ’74 
Keiki-Michael Cabanos ’97 
Robert L. Capers ’96 
Andrea L. Colby ’80

Hon. Peter G. Crummey ’81 
William J. Curry ’87 
Jon A. Dorf ’90 
J. K. Hage III ’78 
Paul B. Harding ’89 
Matthew F. Herman ’94 
J. Kevin McCarthy ’90 

David E. McCraw ’92 

Daniel P. Nolan ’78

Lisa Ogden ’03

Timothy D. O'Hara ’96 

Kimberly C. Petillo-Décossard ’05 

Dianne R. Phillips ’88 

Rory J. Radding ’75 

Hon. Christina L. Ryba ’01 

James J. Sandman 

Hon. Katherine M. Sheehan ’94 

Hon. Leslie E. Stein ’81 

Christine G. Stone ’81 

Kathryn L. Tabner ’91 

Frank P. Willey ’78 

Jack Withiam, Jr. ’74

Trustees Emeriti

William A. Brewer III ’77 
Charlotte S. Buchanan ’80 
Mary Ann Cody ’83 
Barbara D. Cottrell ’84 
Donald D. DeAngelis ’60 
Jonathan P. Harvey ’66 
E. Stewart Jones, Jr. ’66 
James E. Kelly ’83 
Stephen M. Kiernan ’62 
Peter C. Kopff ’75 
Hon. Bernard J. Malone, Jr. ’72 
Matthew H. Mataraso ’58 
Hon. Thomas J. McAvoy ’64 

Robert C. Miller ’68 
William F. Pendergast ’72 
Frank H. Penski ’74 
Peter M. Pryor ’54 
William E. Redmond ’55 
Harry L. Robinson ’65 
Thomas M. Santoro ’72 
Robert B. Stiles ’76 
Johnna G. Torsone ’75 
Hon. Randolph F. Treece ’76 
Donna E. Wardlaw ’77 
John J. Yanas ’53 
Stephen P. Younger ’82

Ex Officio

    David R. Harris Kayla Potter ’20 Alicia Ouellette ’94
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Program

Processional  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Recorded Music

Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rosemary Queenan 
Associate Dean for Student Affairs

National Anthem . . . . . . . . . Kristen Ippolito and Morgan Weber 
Class of 2020 and members of Chord Adjourned 

Call to Order  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Debra Treyz, Chair, Board of Trustees

Welcoming Remarks  . . . . . . .  Alicia Ouellette, President and Dean

Introduction of Commencement Speaker   .  .  .  .  .  . Alicia Ouellette

Commencement Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . James Sandman

Presentation of Honorary Degree  . . . . . . . . . . Alicia Ouellette 
Recipient James Sandman

Presentation of Candidates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Connie Mayer 
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs

Conferring of Degrees   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Debra Treyz

Calling of Names . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Connie Mayer

Presentation of Doctoral Hoods . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Professor Edward W. De Barbieri 

Associate Dean Antony Haynes 
Professor Ava Ayers

Friend of the Class Award/Senior Class Gift Presentation   .  .  .  .  .  . 
Kieran Murphy, Class President

National Alumni Association President’s Welcome  . . . . . . . . . . . 
Lisa Ogden, President

Closing Remarks  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alicia Ouellette

Recessional . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Recorded Music
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Albany Law School Faculty and Administration 
2019-2020

Leadership

Alicia Ouellette ’94, A.B., J.D., 
President and Dean; Professor of Law

Mary Walsh Fitzpatrick, B.A., J.D., 
Assistant Dean for the Career and 
Professional Development Center

Joann Fitzsimmons, B.A., M.A., 
Assistant Dean and Registrar

Antony K. Haynes, B.S., M.S., J.D., 
Associate Dean for Strategic Initiatives 
and Information Systems; Director, 
Cybersecurity and Privacy Law;  
Assistant Professor of Law

Amy Mangione, A.A.S., B.A., J.D., 
Assistant Dean for Admissions

Connie Mayer, B.A., M.A., J.D., 
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs; 
Raymond and Ella Smith Distinguished 
Professor of Law

Rosemary Queenan, B.A., J.D., 
Associate Dean for Student Affairs; 
Professor of Law

Victor E. Rauscher, B.S., C.P.A.,   
Vice President for Finance and Business

Jeffrey M. Schanz, B.A., M.S., Ph.D.,   
Vice President for Institutional 
Advancement; Chief of Staff

William Trevor, B.S., M.A., Assistant 
Dean and Director of Online Programs

Faculty

Pamela J. Armstrong ’86, B.A., M.A., 
J.D., Professor of Law; Director, 
Academic Success; Writing Specialist

Ava Ayers, A.B., J.D.,   
Assistant Professor of Law;   
Director, Government Law Center

Ira Mark Bloom, B.B.A., J.D.,   
Justice David Josiah Brewer 
Distinguished Professor of Law

Vincent Martin Bonventre, B.S., 
M.A.P.A., J.D., Ph.D.,  
Justice Robert H. Jackson  
Distinguished Professor of Law

Melissa L. Breger, B.S., J.D.,   
President William McKinley 
Distinguished Professor of Law

Raymond H. Brescia, B.A., J.D.,   
Hon. Harold R. Tyler Chair in Law   
and Technology; Professor of Law

Joe Buffington, B.A., M.S., J.D., Ph.D., 
Director of Bar Success;  
Assistant Professor of Law

Christine Sgarlata Chung, B.A., J.D., 
Gov. George E. Pataki Distinguished 
Professor of Law; Director, Business  
Law Programming; Director, Albany 
Law School Institute for Financial  
Market Regulation



5

16
9

T
H

 C
O

M
M

E
N

C
E

M
E

N
T

 |
 A

L
B

A
N

Y
 L

A
W

 S
C

H
O

O
L

 |
 M

A
Y

 2
1,

 2
0

21

J. Stephen Clark, B.A., J.D.,   
Professor of Law

Jaya Connors, B.A., J.D.,   
Assistant Professor of Law; Director, 
Family Violence Litigation Clinic

Joseph M. Connors ’88, B.A., J.D., 
Professor of Law; Director,   
Health Law Clinic

Patrick M. Connors, B.A., J.D.,   
Albert and Angela Farone  
Distinguished Professor of Law

Danshera Cords, B.A., J.D., LL.M., 
Professor of Law

Edward W. De Barbieri, B.A.,   
M.A.R., J.D., LL.M.,   
Associate Professor of Law; Director,   
Community Development Clinic;   
Coordinator, Pro Bono Program

Ciji Dodds, B.A., J.D.  
Assistant Professor of Law

Anthony Paul Farley, B.A., J.D.,   
James Campbell Matthews 
Distinguished Professor of Jurisprudence

Alexandra R Harrington, ’05, ’08, 
B.A., J.D., LL.M., D.C.L., Visiting 
Assistant Professor of Law

Robert A. Heverly ’92, B.A., J.D., 
LL.M., Associate Professor of Law

Keith H. Hirokawa, B.A., M.A., J.D.,  
LL.M., Professor of Law 

Michael J. Hutter, A.B., J.D.,   
Professor of Law

Louis Jim, B.A., M.P.A., J.D.,  
Assistant Professor of Law

Kanika K. Johar, ’13, J.D. Visiting 
Assistant Professor of Law  

Mary A. Lynch, B.A., J.D.,   
Kate Stoneman Chair in Law and 
Democracy; Professor of Law;  
Director, Domestic Violence 
Prosecution Hybrid Clinic

Deborah A. Mann ’79, B.A., J.D., 
Professor of Law

Nancy M. Maurer, B.A., J.D.,   
Professor of Law;   
Director, Field Placement Clinic

Ainsley G. Moloney, B.A., J.D.,   
Assistant Professor of Law

David A. Pratt, B.A.,   
Jurisprudence, Jay and Ruth Caplan 
Distinguished Professor of Law

James D. Redwood, B.A., J.D.,   
Professor of Law

Patricia Reyhan, B.A., J.D., LL.M., 
Distinguished Professor of Law

Sarah F. Rogerson, B.A., M.A., J.D., 
LL.M., Professor of Law;  
Director, The Justice Center;  
Director, Immigration Law Clinic 

Alex Y. Seita, B.S., M.B.A., J.D., 
Professor of Law

Christian B. Sundquist, B.A., J.D., 
Associate Dean for Research and 
Scholarship; Professor of Law

Jenean M. Taranto, B.A., J.D.,   
Professor of Law
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Evelyn M. Tenenbaum, B.A., J.D., 
Professor of Law; Professor  
of Bioethics at Albany Medical 
College; Director, Health Law  
and Compliance Program

Jacob Victor, A.B., J.D.,  
Assistant Professor of Law

David C. Walker, B.A., M.L.I.S., J.D.,  
Assistant Professor of Law;   
Director, Schaffer Law Library

Distinguished Faculty Emeriti

Paul Finkelman, B.A., M.A., Ph.D.

Stephen E. Gottlieb, B.A., LL.B.

Faculty Emeriti

Robert A. Barker, A.B., J.D.

Robert T. Begg, B.S., M.L.S., J.D.

Robert H. Bowmar, A.B., M.A., J.D.

Bridgit M. Burke ’89, B.S., J.D.

Beverly Cohen ’87, B.A., J.D.

Norman T. Deutsch, B.A., J.D.

Harold Dubroff, A.B., LL.B, LL.M.

Dale L. Moore, R.N., B.A., J.D.

Daniel G. Moriarty, B.S.F.S., J.D.

Nancy K. Ota, B.S., M.B.A., J.D.

Laurie F. Shanks, B.S., J.D.

Sandra M. Stevenson ’71, B.A., J.D.

John C. Welsh ’55, B.S., LL.B., LL.D.

Dean Emeritus

Thomas H. Sponsler, B.A., J.D., LL.M.

National Alumni Association  
Executive Committee

Lisa M. Ogden ’03, President

Hon. Peter G. Crummey ’81, 
President-Elect

Megan M. Rurak ’94, Vice President

Mark O. Chieco ’02, Secretary

Benjamin J. Wolf ’04

Stephen Rehfuss ’85

Emily D. Chapman ’13
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Matthew W. Alpern, B.A., J.D.

Jeffrey Kyle Anderson ’81, B.A., J.D. 

Amy Apostol, B.A., J.D.

Mary Armistead ’14, B.A., J.D.

Rose Mary K. Bailly, B.A. M.A., J.D.

Paula Marie Barbaruolo ’92, B.A., J.D.

Robert Campbell Batson ’75, B.S., J.D.

Jennifer M. Boll, B.A., J.D.

Allen Brandt ’19, J.D., LL.M.

Denise Buckley, B.A, J.D., LL.M.

Richard R. Cobello, B.S., M.S. 

Mae D'Agostino, B.A., J.D.

Michael Delune, B.S., J.D. 

Michael W. Deyo ’07, B.S., J.D.

Hon. Ryan Thomas Donovan ’01,  
B.A., J.D.

Robert Harris Dropkin, B.S., M.D.

Laura Dunaway, B.A., J.D., LL.M

Shahrokh Falati, B.Sc., Ph.D., J.D.

Monique Ferraro, B.S., M.S., J.D. 

Victor H. Fisher, B.A.

Jason Fiske, B.A., M.Ed., J.D., LL.M. 

Mary Walsh Fitzpatrick, B.A., J.D.

Paul Martin Freeman ’88, B.S., J.D.

William Reece Gaskill, B.S., M.S., J.D. 

Thomas F. Gleason ’78, B.A., J.D. 

Keith M. Goldstein, B.A., J.D. 

Jacqueline Goralczyk ’15 ’18, B.A., J.D., 
LL.M.

Matthew Joseph Griesemer ’07,  
B.A., J.D. 

Heather Hage ’06, B.A., J.D.

Thomas E Hemstock, B.A., J.D. 

Lawrence Kahn, A.B., J.D.

Adam Katz, B.A., M.P.A., J.D.

Deborah Kearns ’00, B.S., J.D., LL.M.

Terence Kindlon ’73, B.A., J.D.

Linda S. Kingsley ’82, B.A., J.D.

Hon. Rachel L. Kretser, B.S., J.D. 

Neil Lang, B.A., J.D.

Brian Matula, B.A., J.D.

Brian McGovern, B.A., J.D.

Lisa Mendel, B.A., J.D.

Renee-Zirpolo Merges ’83, J.D.

Hon. Paul Vincent Morgan ’90,  
B.A., J.D.

Robert Munro, B.A., M.A., Ph.D., J.D.

Jason A. Murphy ’09, B.S., J.D.

Kevin O’Connor, B.A., M.B.A., J.D.

Adjunct Faculty
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Jeffrey Hayes Pearlman ’00, B.A., J.D.

Lianne Pinchuk, B.A., J.D.

Mary Elizabeth Platt ’17, B.S., M.S., 
MBA, J.D.

Tara Anne Pleat ’02, B.A., J.D.

Benjamin Pomerance ’13, B.S., J.D. 

Marc Roman ’08, B.A., J.D.

Sarah Rudgers Tysz, J.D.

Joel M. Schwarz ’92, B.A., J.D. 

Andrea R Shaw ’08, B.A., J.D.

Chaula Shukla ’13, B.A., M.A., J.D.

Garrett M. Smith, B.S., J.D., LL.M. 

Thomas Spina Jr. ’85, B.A., J.D. 

Kent Benner Sprotbery, B.S., J.D.

Hon. Daniel James Stewart ’88, B.A., J.D.

Joseph Stephan Suich, J.D.

Timothy M. Tippins ’74, B.S., J.D.

James Stephen Walsh ’96, J.D.

E. Robert Weaver, B.S., M.B.A. 

Serena Joyce White-Lake, B.A., J.D.

Ann M. Willey ’00, B.S., J.D., Ph.D.

Steven A. Wood, B.A., M.S., J.D., LL.M.

Patrick Woods ’12, B.A., J.D.

Melissa Marie Zambri ’98, B.S., M.B.A., J.D. 

Howard L. Zwickel, J.D.

Affiliated Faculty with University at Albany

Meghan Cook, A.A.S., B.S., M.P.A., M.S. David McCaffrey, Ph.D.

Brian Nussbaum, B.A., M.A., Ph.D. David Turetsky, B.A., J.D.
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James J. Sandman 
Commencement Speaker & Honorary Degree Recipient

James J. Sandman is Distinguished Lecturer and 
Senior Consultant to the Future of the Profession at 
University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School. He is 
also President Emeritus of the Legal Services 
Corporation, the nation’s largest funder of civil legal 
aid for low-income individuals.

Jim served as president of the Legal Services 
Corporation from 2011 to 2020. He practiced law 
with Arnold & Porter LLP for 30 years and served 
as the firm’s managing partner for a decade. He has 
also served as general counsel for the District of 

Columbia Public Schools. He is currently Chair of the American Bar Association’s 
Task Force on Legal Issues Arising from the COVID-19 pandemic and Vice Chair 
of the District of Columbia Access to Justice Commission. He is a member of the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences, the American Law Institute, the District 
of Columbia Public Charter School Board, and the boards of Albany Law School, 
the Pro Bono Institute, Washington Performing Arts, and the College of Saint 
Rose. He is a past President of the 110,000-member District of Columbia Bar.

Jim was named one of the “90 Greatest Washington Lawyers of the Last 30 Years” 
by the Legal Times in 2008. The University of Pennsylvania Law School has 
honored him with its Alumni Award of Merit and its Howard Lesnick Pro Bono 
Award. He has also received the American Bar Association’s Presidential Citation, 
the Distinguished Life Fellow Award from the American Bar Foundation, Legal 
Services NYC’s Visionary Leadership Award, the District of Columbia Bar’s Justice 
William J. Brennan Jr. Award, the Wiley A. Branton Award from the Washington 
Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights and Urban Affairs, the Washington Council 
of Lawyers’ Presidents’ Award, the Council for Court’s Excellence’s Justice Potter 
Steward Award, and the Legal Aid Society of Cleveland’s Louis Stokes Paragon 
Award. He has given commencement addresses at Rutgers Law School, Villanova 
University Law School, the University of the District of Columbia Law School, 
and the College of Saint Rose.

He is a summa cum laude graduate of Boston College, where he was elected to 
Phi Beta Kappa, and received his law degree cum laude from the University of 
Pennsylvania, where he served as executive editor of the law review and was elected 
to the Order of the Coif. He began his legal career as a law clerk to Judge Max 
Rosenn of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit.

He is the son of the late Edgar Sandman ’46 and a supporter of the family’s  
Edgar and Margaret Sandman Fellowship at Albany Law School.
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A lici a Ouellet te ’94 Pr esident & De a n

Alicia Ouellette is the 18th President and Dean 
of Albany Law School.

As a leader in legal education, Dean Ouellette has 
championed the value of law schools as drivers of 
change in communities, society, and the lives of 
students and graduates. As President and Dean, she 
has presided over Albany Law School’s execution of 
a new strategic plan, fulfillment of an institutional 
affiliation with the University at Albany, expansion 
into online graduate programs, and launch of a 

record-setting fundraising campaign, We Rise Together: The Campaign for Albany 
Law School. 

Prior to her appointment as President and Dean, she served as Associate Dean for 
Academic Affairs and Intellectual Life and a Professor of Law. Before joining the 
law school in 2001, Dean Ouellette was an Assistant Solicitor General in the New 
York State Attorney General’s Office and a law clerk to the Honorable Howard A. 
Levine at the New York Court of Appeals.

As a scholar, Dean Ouellette focuses on health law, disability rights, family law, 
children’s rights, and human reproduction. Her book, Bioethics and Disability: 
Toward A Disability Conscious Bioethics, was published in 2011 by Cambridge 
University Press. She has authored numerous articles published in academic 
journals such as the American Journal of Law and Medicine, American Journal of 
Bioethics, Nevada Law Journal, Hastings Law Journal, Indiana Law Journal, and 
Oregon Law Review.

She has presented to distinguished audiences around the globe, including at the 
Yale School of Medicine and the United Nations in Geneva, Switzerland. 

In September 2020, Dean Ouellette was appointed to New York Governor Andrew 
Cuomo’s COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution and Implementation Task Force.

Dean Ouellette has served in leadership positions for numerous professional and 
community organizations, including as chair of the Association of American 
Law Schools (AALS) Section for Deans, secretary and a board member for the 
Commission on Independent Colleges and Universities (CICU), secretary and a 
board member for the Burdett Birthing Center in Troy, N.Y., and a board member 
for the University at Albany’s Institute for Health and Human Rights. 

An alumna of Hamilton College, Dean Ouellette graduated magna cum laude  
in 1994 from Albany Law School, where she was editor-in-chief of the  
Albany Law Review.
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Class of 2020

Master of Laws (LL.M.)

Britt Emry Carlson ’07  
summa cum laude 

Hon. John J. Fromer, 1985, grandfather

John Clark*  
summa cum laude

Kimberly G. Finnigan  
summa cum laude

Cindy Katherine Lay  
summa cum laude

Victor O. Obech  
cum laude

Patrick Orr  
cum laude

Justin Rutherford ’13*  
summa cum laude

Oscar Quiñones Soto  
summa cum laude

Johanna M. Shea  
summa cum laude

Nihla Sikkander*  
cum laude

Dragana Thibault  
summa cum laude

Lisa A. Waggoner  
summa cum laude

Master of Science in Legal Studies (M.S.L.S. )

Amani S. Akari***  
cum laude

Grace Buckler**  
summa cum laude

Jonathan Wendell Gainer Earles  
cum laude

Frederick Lamar Haggerty★  
summa cum laude

Lisa M. Heinrich

Randall S. Miller*  
magna cum laude

Leonor B. Suarez*  
summa cum laude

Rey Leclerc Sveinsson*  
summa cum laude
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Joseph W. Abbate  
Associate Editor, Albany Law Review

Alan F. Ayers III  
magna cum laude  
Managing Editor for Submissions, 
Albany Government Law Review

Alex-Marie Baez  
magna cum laude  
Lead Article Editor, Albany Law Journal 
of Science & Technology

Thomas Foley Barrett*  
cum laude  
John William Barrett 1898, great 
grandfather; John Willis Barrett ’33, 
grandfather; Daniel Gerald Barrett ’78, 
father; John Willis Barrett Jr. ’74, uncle; 
Gerald R. Barrett ’32, uncle;  
John M. Barrett ’64, cousin

Sonia E. Bennett

Douglas R. Berinstein★

Thomas M. Boland★  
summa cum laude  
Associate Editor, Albany Law Review

Katherine A. Borgemenke

Benjamin D. Bucinell★  
J.D./M.B.A. Master of Business 
Administration - Clarkson University 

Conor P. Cahalan

Shannon M. Capozzola*  
magna cum laude  
William A. Toomey, Jr. ’55, grandfather; 
Ken Toomey ’66, great uncle;  
MaryBeth Toomey Dunne ’78, aunt; 
Wiliam Toomey ’93, uncle;  
Paul Toomey ’89, uncle; John Toomey ’99, 
uncle; Theresa Capozzola ’88, aunt

Tyler Carey**** 
J.D./M.P.A  Master of Public 
Administration - University at Albany; 
LLM/MS At-Large Senator (Fall 2019, 
2020-2021); Executive Vice President 
(Spring 2020); 2L Senator (2018-2019); 
1L Senator (2017-2018)

Patricia Cassidy

Nicholas Michael Cervini  
Bruce Steves 2011, cousin

Daniel J. Christian  
cum laude  
Siegel Scholarships; Executive Editor for 
Research & Business, Albany Law Review

Samuel D. Chubb*★  
cum laude  
Siegel Scholarships; Executive Editor for 
Notes & Comments, Albany Law Review

Andrew E. Clark  
John Dugan Prize

Evan Mortola Clark

Bridget A. Cook  
magna cum laude  
Mary Lou Philbin ’93, aunt

Christy L. Cooper  
cum laude

Victoria M. Craft

Jalen R. Crawford  
Article Editor,  
Albany Government Law Review

Jennifer Cruz  
magna cum laude  
Selections Editor, Albany Law Journal of 
Science & Technology

Juris  Doctor ( J.D.)
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Allison R. Cullens*  
cum laude  
Pro Bono Honors; Martin H. Belsky 
Graduation Prize; Associate Editor,  
Albany Law Journal of Science  
& Technology

Sarah A. Currie  
John Kevin McCarthy ’90, uncle

Joseph F. Dagher  
1L Class Representative, Student Bar 
Association (2017-2018)

Terry K. D’Aloia  
cum laude  
Martin H. Belsky Gradution Prize  
Cheryl Coleman, ’85, aunt

Justine Rose DeCarlo

Kayla B. DeCelle*  
Pro Bono Honors;  
Martin H. Belsky Graduation Prize

Nikolaos Louis Frank DeRito

Diana C. DeSanto  
Albany County Bar Association 
Representative at Large, Student Bar 
Association (2018-2019); Albany 
County Bar Association Representative 
at Large, Student Bar Association  
(2019-2020)

David R. Dickinson  
Gary M. Peck ’79 Memorial Prize

Elizabeth K. Doerr  
Pro Bono Honors; National Order of 
Barristers Award; Online Content Editor, 
Albany Law Journal of Science  
& Technology

Patrick Arthur Dougherty 

Carly Jean Dziekan  
magna cum laude  
Editor-in-Chief, Albany Law Journal of 
Science & Technology; J.D./M.S. Master 
of Science in Bioethics -  
Alden March Bioethics Institute at  
Albany Medical College;  
Colby Fellow 2019-2020 
Carl S. Dziekan ’85, father

David V. Egan  
magna cum laude  
Associate Editor, Albany Law Review

Lauren A. Ehlers

Alec R. Emley

Aaron-Jason Enous*  
cum laude

Hayden J. Fahrenkopf  
Managing Editor,  
Albany Government Law Review Online, 
Albany Government Law Review

Brooke M. Fane  
MatLaw Prize

Nicolas William Favreau  
John Dugan Prize  
William A. Favreau ’83, father

Gianna Emanuele Fernandez  
magna cum laude  
Isabelle Redman Prize, Editor-in-Chief, 
Albany Government Law Review

Theodore Fina  
cum laude

Nicole M. Finn  
magna cum laude  
Associate Editor, Albany Law Review
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Nicholas T. Fletcher  
cum laude  
Patricia E. Salkin, ’88 Government Law 
Center Prize; Associate Editor,  
Albany Law Review

Ryan W. Flynn  
cum laude

Jordan Robert Max Fruchter  
Valedictorian 
summa cum laude  
Justice Center Prize; Frank M. Patterson 
Prize; Thomson Reuters Award; Trustees’ 
First Prize; Herbert E. Cohen Prize;  
John Dugan Prize; Maurice Supiro Prize

Allison E. Gabrielli  
J.D./M.B.A. Master of Business 
Administration - University at Albany

Joseph A. Garofalo

Anisha Ghosh  
cum laude  
Donna Jo Morse Memorial Award; 
National Order of Barristers Award; 
Director of Competitions, Anthony 
V. Cardona ’70 Moot Court Program 
(2019-2020); Associate Editor, Albany 
Law Journal of Science & Technology; 
J.D./M.B.A. Master of Business 
Administration - Clarkson University 

Alexandria L. Girimonte*  
cum laude  
Pro Bono Honors; Edward M. Cameron, 
Jr. ’21 Memorial Prize

Casey Ciceron Girvin  
James P. Girvin 2011, spouse

Kevin N. Godwin  
cum laude

Justine R. Gordon*  
summa cum laude

Marissa C. Gordon  
cum laude  
MatLaw Prize

Marcos A. Grael Jr.  
summa cum laude  
Outstanding Clinical Student Award; 
Siegel Scholarships;  
Executive Managing Editor,  
Albany Law Review

Emily Anne Gray  
magna cum laude  
Siegel Scholarships; Executive Editor for 
Notes & Comments, Albany Law Review

Catherine A. Graziose  
summa cum laude  
Siegel Scholarships; Joseph Rosch Prize

Jillian Groshans  
Executive Editor for Notes & 
Comments, Albany Law Review

Jad Butros Haddad  
Matthew Samradli 2015, cousin

Nicole C. Haddadnia

Hannah Hyde Hage  
Capital District Trial Lawyers Association 
Prize; J.D./M.B.A. Master of Business 
Administration - University at Albany 
James J. Hage ’30, grandfather;  
J.K. Hage ’78, father;  
Heather M. Hyde Hage 2006, sister; 
Gabriel Hage 2016, brother

Allison Hart

Andrew C. Hersey  
magna cum laude  
Siegel Scholarships; Executive Managing 
Editor & Executive Editor for Lead 
Articles, Albany Law Review

Taylor M. Holmes
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Kristen Ippolito  
summa cum laude  
Siegel Scholarships; Jacob L. Rubenstein 
Prize; Executive Editor for Notes & 
Comments, Albany Law Review; 1L Class 
Representative, Student Bar Association 
(2017-2018); Excecutive Treasurer, 
Student Bar Association (2018-2019); 
Excecutive Treasurer, Student Bar 
Association (2019-2020)

Kyle Thomas Ishman  
summa cum laude  
Domenick L. Gabrielli Prize – First Prize; 
National Order of Barristers Award; 
Associate Editor, Albany Law Review

Brian A. Jakubowski  
cum laude  
Article Editor, Albany Government  
Law Review

Charlene M. Joseph  
cum laude  
Donna Jo Morse Client Counseling 
Competition; National Order of 
Barristers Award; Senior Editor,  
Albany Government Law Review

Katelyn R. Kaczkowski*  
American Bar Association Representative 
at Large, Student Bar Association  
(2018-2019)

Jay Burkhard Kindlon  
summa cum laude  
Domenick L. Gabrielli Prize – First Prize; 
The Edward F. Layden, ’53 and Kathryn 
I. Layden Moot Court Award; National 
Order of Barristers Award; Securities 
Regulations Prize; Trustees’ Second Prize; 
Matthew Bender Prize; The Eugene M. 
Karp, ’56 Prize in Trust & Estates; John 
C. Welsh Prize; White-Rosbrook Prize; 
Associate Editor, Albany Law Review

Jacob M. Koch  
cum laude 
John Dugan Prize

Daniel Krieger*

Ariel B. Lasher*

Amer A. Latif*  
2L Class Representative, Student Bar 
Association (2018-2019)  
Zachary Riyaz 2002, cousin

Daniel Patrick Lennon*  
Lead Article Editor, Albany Law Journal 
of Science & Technology

Jason C. Lettieri

Martha C. Mahoney  
Pro Bono Honors; 1L Class 
Representative, Student Bar Association 
(2016-2017); New York State Bar 
Association Representatives at Large, 
Student Bar Association (2017-2018)  
Robert P. Luddy ’57, grandfather;  
Stephen Helmer ’82, uncle;  
Timothy Welles, ’84, uncle

Beryl Rose Manske

Emma E. Marshall  
summa cum laude  
Cameron-Danaher Prize; John B. Lurie 
’20 Memorial Prize; Siegel Scholarships; 
Thomson Reuters Award; Executive 
Editor for New York Appeals,  
Albany Law Review

James P. Martin 

Katherine Martinez  
1L Class Representative,  
Student Bar Association (2017-2018)
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Daniel Joseph Martucci  
Siegel Scholarships; Executive Editor for 
Coordinating & Operations, Albany Law 
Review; 1L Class Representative, Student 
Bar Association (2017-2018)

Lauren Paige McCluskey  
cum laude  
Managing Editor for Symposia,  
Albany Government Law Review

Christopher R. McGill 
cum laude

Elijah McWhinney

Adrianne M. Meicht 
cum laude  
Managing Editor, Albany  
Government Law Review Online,  
Albany Government Law Review

Lauren Melandro  
magna cum laude  
Note and Comment Editor, Albany Law 
Journal of Science & Technology

Fabrice K. Michel  
J.D./M.B.A. Master of Business 
Administration - The College of  
Saint Rose

Brenton Bernard Michonet

Eamon Millar**

Lauren N. Mordacq  
cum laude  
The Steven V. DeBraccio ’13 
Outstanding Teaching Assistant Award; 
Siegel Scholarships; Executive Editor for 
Synposium, Albany Law Review

Kieran Thomas Murphy  
summa cum laude  
Robert A. Barker Award; Capital District 
Trial Lawyers Association Prize; National 
Order of Barristers Award; Student 
Service Award (2018); Excecutive 
Director, Anthony V. Cardona ’70 Moot 
Court Program (2019-2020); Associate 
Editor, Albany Law Review; 2L Class 
President, Student Bar Association 
(2018-2019); 3L Class President, 
Student Bar Association (2019-2020)

Leah M. Nelson  
Jerry Nelson ’87, uncle

Paige K. Nestler  
Shannon D. Frazier 2000, aunt

Omar Andrew Nimri  
cum laude

Benjamin F. Northrup

Cory O’Brien

Jay Thomas Oddi  
summa cum laude  
Cardozo Prize; Siegel Scholarships; 
Editor-in-Chief, Albany Law Review

Ashley L. Oeser

Kirsten E. (Kris) Paap  
magna cum laude

Amanda J. Paladino*  
cum laude

Brian J. Palamar  
magna cum laude  
Friedman Prize; National Order of 
Barristers Award; Dominick L. Gabrielli 
National Family Law Competition 
Chair, Anthony V. Cardona ’70 Moot  
Court Program (2019-2020); 
Symposium Editor, Albany Law Journal 
of Science & Technology; 3L Class 
Representative, Student Bar Association 
(2019-2020)
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Joshua M. Pearlman  
Hon. John L. Murad, ’57 great grand-
uncle; Louis T. Brindisi ’61, grandfather; 
Renee James ’87, cousin;  
Anthony Brindisi ’04, uncle;  
Elizabeth Murad ’19, cousin

Nolan D. Pitkin*

Krista Kurtz Porter 

Kayla Marie Potter 
The Jay H. Milstein Award;  
2L Class Representative 2018-2019;  
3L Class Representative 2019-2020; 
Student Trustee 2019-2020 

Joseph Power

Debra L. Reif 
3L Class Representative 2019-2020

Stephanie Reighart 
cum laude  
Selma Mintz Memorial Prize

Megan Ross  
The Moscowitz Health Law Clinic Prize

Ashley M. Rothe  
summa cum laude  
Domenick L. Gabrielli Prize – Second 
Prize; Siegel Scholarships; The Wann 
Family Prize for Excellence in Business 
Law and Litigation; White- Rosbrook 
Prize; Executive Managing Editor,  
Albany Law Review

Georgia A. Sackey  
magna cum laude  
Managing Editor for  
Research & Writing,  
Albany Government Law Review

Jennifer M. Scholl

Emma M. Schwab

Janine Smith  
Associate Editor, Albany Law Journal of 
Science & Technology

Victoria Anne Soracco  
cum laude

Gloria J. Sprague  
magna cum laude  
Article Editor,  
Albany Government Law Review

Jennifer Lynn Springer

LTC Paul E. Stote USA,(Ret.)★   
magna cum laude 

Kimberly A. Sullivan

Elizabeth Sweeny  
magna cum laude  
Domenick L. Gabrielli Prize – Second 
Prize; National Order of Barristers 
Award; Dominick L. Gabrielli National 
Family Law Competition Chair, 
Anthony V. Cardona ’70 Moot Court 
Program (2019-2020); Associate 
Editor, Albany Law Review

Nicholas J. Tesiny*  
Associate Editor, Albany Law Review

Nick Testani  
summa cum laude  
Lou Testani ’19, brother

Stephen Tomaro  
cum laude  
Francis H. Anderson Negotiation 
Award (2018-2019); Donna Jo Morse 
Negotiations Competition (2018-2019)

Amanda M. Tucciarone  
Siegel Scholarships; Executive Editor 
for Miscarriages of Justice,  
Albany Law Review
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Meghan P. Tuma  
magna cum laude  
Associate Editor, Albany Law Review

Jessica M. Ventura

Kelly D. Vidur*  
cum laude  
American Bar Association State and 
Local Government Law Section Prize

Samuel A. Waterbury  
cum laude  
John Dugan Prize; Associate Editor, 
Albany Law Journal of Science & 
Technology

Morgan Weber  
cum laude  
Executive Editor, Albany Law Journal  
of Science & Technology;  
3L Class Representative, Student Bar 
Association (2019-2020) 
William M. Weber ’83, father

Candace White   
magna cum laude  
Edward M. Cameron, Jr. ’21 Memorial 
Prize; Siegel Scholarships; Executive 
Editor for State Contitutional 
Commentary, Albany Law Review

Julia Anne White

Kristopher P. Wilson

Richard G. Wiorkowski Jr.*

Benjamin John Wisher  
summa cum laude  
John B. Lurie ’20 Memorial Prize; 
Matthew Bender Prize; The Eugene 
M. Karp, ’56 Prize in Trust & Estates; 
Jacob L. Rubenstein Prize; Associate 
Editor, Albany Law Review

Christopher R. Wolfring  
magna cum laude  
Senior Editor,  
Albany Government Law Review

Alexander H. Wynkoop  
magna cum laude 

Autumn J. Young 
magna cum laude  
Siegel Scholarships; Executive Editor 
for Communications, Albany Law 
Review; Associate Editor,  
Albany Law Review

Catrina Young  
Donna Jo Morse Client Counseling 
Competition; Kate Stoneman Student 
Award; New York State Bar Association 
Representatives at Large, Student Bar 
Association (2018-2019); Executive 
Vice President, Student Bar Association 
(2018-2019); Executive President, 
Student Bar Association (2020)

Nicole Zagreda  
cum laude  
Pro Bono Honors; Edward M. 
Cameron, Jr. ’21 Memorial Prize

Zena Zimmerglass  
Francis H. Anderson Negotiation 
Award (2018-2019); Donna Jo Morse 
Negotiations Competition (2018-
2019); National Order of Barristers 
Award; Stone Family Prize Fund in 
Business and Entrepreneurship 

 * Denotes December 2019
 ** Denotes July 2020
 *** Denotes December 2020
 **** Denotes May 2021
	 ★	 Denotes Veteran
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The Just ini a n Societ y

Members of the class receiving their Juris Doctor degrees summa cum laude, 
magna cum laude, or cum laude  become members of the honorary legal society 
of Justinian. 

Cord Distinctions:

White: summa cum laude
Gold: magna cum laude

Silver: cum laude
Red/White/Blue: Veteran 

The Cl ass of 2020 Leg acy Fu nd

The Class of 2020 Legacy Fund is a three-year program that educates students 
about the importance of philanthropic support to Albany Law School and 
provides networking opportunities with members of the Board of Trustees 
and the National Alumni Association, as well as the law school’s alumni, 
faculty, staff, and friends. 

Funds raised are directed to a project voted by the class as an area of priority. 
Previous projects include scholarship support for current students and 
renovations to law school facilities. 

Class of 2020 Legacy Fund Committee

 Jay Kindlon

Daniel Martucci

Kieran Murphy

Benjamin Northrup

Joshua Pearlman

Kayla Potter
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Pr izes,  Honors,  a nd Awa r ds 

American Bar Association State and Local Government Law Section Prize –  
A prize awarded to the graduating senior with the highest standing in Land Use 
law. Kelly D. Vidur 

Francis H. Anderson Negotiation Award – An award, established in honor of 
Professor Emeritus Francis H. Anderson, presented to the two students who 
displayed competence in their capacity as conciliators and negotiators by winning 
the annual Donna Jo Morse Negotiations Competitions.  
Stephen K. Tomaro and Zena Zimmerglass (2018-2019) 

Robert A. Barker Award – An award given in honor of Professor Emeritus Robert 
A. Barker, former Associate Dean, to the graduate chosen by the Moot Court 
Board for outstanding service to the Moot Court Program. Kieran T. Murphy 

Martin H. Belsky Graduation Prize – A prize awarded from a fund established 
by the friends and colleagues of Martin H. Belsky, former dean, to the graduate 
who has demonstrated the greatest commitment to public interest law during law 
school. Allison R. Cullens and Kayla B. DeCelle 

Edward M. Cameron, Jr. ’21 Memorial Prize – A prize, established by the Lyric 
Foundation in memory of former foundation president and former Albany Law 
School trustee, Edward M. Cameron, Jr., Class of 1921, to the highest-ranking 
graduate who has made a significant contribution in the area of public interest 
law. Alexandria L. Girimonte, Candace White and Nicole Zagreda 

Cameron-Danaher Prize – A prize awarded from a fund established by the 
families of Frederick W. Cameron, Class of 1882, former trustee and faculty 
member, and Franklin M. Danaher, a member of the State Board of Law 
Examiners for many years, to the graduate having the highest standing in the 
subjects of Civil Procedure and Evidence. Emma E. Marshall 

Capital District Trial Lawyers Association Prize – A prize awarded by the 
Capital District Trial Lawyers Association to honor students who compete in 
trial team competitions with other law schools nationwide. Prize recipients are 
selected by faculty and coaches based on students' dedication to trial practice and 
on the trial skills they demonstrate in competition.  
Hannah H. Hage and Kieran T. Murphy

Cardozo Prize – A prize awarded by a fund established by the late Benjamin N. 
Cardozo, former Justice of the United States Supreme Court and member of the 
Law School faculty, to the graduating member of the Law Review Board who, in 
the judgment of the Law Review faculty advisor, has made the most significant 
contribution to the Albany Law Review during the academic year. Jay T. Oddi 
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The Steven V. DeBraccio ’13 Outstanding Teaching Assistant Award – 
Established by recent graduate, Steven V. DeBraccio, co-salutatorian of the 
Class of 2013, six-time Teaching Assistant, and Managing Editor of the Albany 
Law Review, this award honors the commitment of the graduating student who 
has served as the most outstanding teaching assistant throughout his or her law 
school career. Selected by members of the student body, the award is the first of 
its kind to recognize the contribution teaching assistants play in the academic 
success of our students. Lauren N. Mordacq

Domenick L. Gabrielli Prize – Prizes awarded to the winners of the Gabrielli 
Appellate Moot Court Competition from a fund set up in honor of Domenick L. 
Gabrielli ’36, former judge of the New York State Court of Appeals.  
Kyle T. Ishman and Jay B. Kindlon – First Prize  
Ashley M. Rothe and Elizabeth Sweeny – Second Prize

Donna Jo Morse Memorial Award – The criteria for this prize was established 
by Professor Donna Morse shortly before her death. Her wish was that the 
student who did the most to help other students be recognized. Therefore, this 
prize is awarded to the student who has demonstrated an incredible amount of 
dedication to the Moot Court Program. Anisha Ghosh

Justice Center Prize – A prize awarded to a student in the Clinic who has 
exhibited the most interest in and has contributed significantly to individuals 
represented by the clinic during the academic year. Jordan R. Fruchter

The Edward F. Layden, ’53 and Kathryn I. Layden Moot Court Award – A 
prize awarded in memory of Edward F. Layden, Class of 1953, a distinguished 
alumnus of Albany Law School who was valedictorian of his graduating class 
and a Moot Court winner, to a third-year student involved in Albany Law 
School’s Moot Court Program in the areas of Appellate, Negotiations, or Client 
Counseling, who expresses a high level of performance in competitions as either 
a participant or coach and is dedicated to improving and promoting the Moot 
Court Program. Jay B. Kindlon

John B. Lurie ’20 Memorial Prize – A prize, dedicated to the memory of John 
B. Lurie, Class of 1920, and established by the estate of Lurie's wife, Ada B. 
Lurie, awarded to a third-year student who has demonstrated academic merit and 
professional promise. Emma Marshall and Benjamin Wisher

The Jay H. Milstein Award – A prize awarded from a fund established by family 
and friends in memory of Jay H. Milstein, Class of 1949, to a graduating student 
who demonstrates leadership, professionalism, ethical judgment, strong problem-
solving skills, and advocacy through participation in Albany Law School’s Field 
Placement Clinic. Preference is given to a student from Albany County.  
Kayla M. Potter
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The Moscowitz Health Law Clinic Prize – A prize awarded from a fund 
established in honor of the marriage of Martha Kronholm Moscowitz ’08 and 
Frank Moscowitz to recognize and reward talented students in the Health Law 
Clinic at Albany Law School’s Clinic & Justice Center. Megan J. Ross

Donna Jo Morse Client Counseling Competition – This competition is 
dedicated to the legacy and memory of the late Donna Morse, a 1991 graduate of 
Albany Law School. Donna later returned to the school to teach the Introduction 
to Lawyering course to first-year students. She also served as faculty advisor for 
the law school’s American Bar Association Negotiation Team from 1991 to 1995. 
During that time she successfully guided the Albany Law School Negotiation 
Team to five regional championships. These competitions are held in honor of 
her contribution as a teacher, mentor and friend to the Law School community. 
Charlene M. Joseph and Catrina Young (2018-2019)

Donna Jo Morse Negotiations Competition – This competition is dedicated 
to the legacy and memory of the late Donna Morse, a 1991 graduate of Albany 
Law School. Donna later returned to the school to teach the Introduction to 
Lawyering course to first-year students. She also served as faculty advisor for the 
law school’s American Bar Association Negotiation Team from 1991 to 1995. 
During that time she successfully guided the Albany Law School Negotiation 
Team to five regional championships. These competitions are held in honor of 
her contribution as a teacher, mentor and friend to the Law School community. 
Stephen K. Tomaro and Zena Zimmerglass (2018-2019)

National Order of Barristers Award – Certificates are awarded to the graduates 
who have made outstanding contributions to the Moot Court Program. 
Elizabeth K. Doerr, Anisha Ghosh, Kyle T. Ishman, Charlene M. Joseph,  
Jay B. Kindlon, Kieran T. Murphy, Brian J. Palamar, Elizabeth Sweeny,  
Zena Zimmerglass

Outstanding Clinical Student Award – An award given by the Clinical Legal 
Education Association to a student nominated by the law school clinical faculty, 
in recognition of excellence in clinical fieldwork, high quality of representation 
provided to clients, and outstanding participation in clinical seminar.  
Marcos A. Grael

Frank M. Patterson Prize – A prize, from a fund established by Frank M. 
Patterson, awarded to the students having the highest standing in Contracts. 
Jordan R. Fruchter

Gary M. Peck ’79 Memorial Prize – Awarded to the graduate who has 
demonstrated a personal commitment to Environmental Law and issues, and 
exhibits the highest principles of integrity, honesty and professionalism.  
David R. Dickinson
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Isabelle Redman Prize – A prize, created to honor Isabelle A. Redman, Class of 
1999. This prize will be given to the graduating student who has demonstrated 
the qualities personified by Ms. Redman: courage, perseverance, and graciousness 
in confronting extraordinary challenges. Gianna E. Fernandez

Patricia E. Salkin, ’88 Government Law Center Prize – A prize awarded to one 
or two graduates who have participated in Government Law Center programs 
and who have demonstrated a commitment to law and public policy with a 
potential for distinction in these areas. Nicholas T. Fletcher

Securities Regulations Prize – A prize, established by Joseph Dormer Stephen III, 
Class of 1996, awarded to the student having the highest standing in Securities 
Regulations. Jay B. Kindlon

Siegel Scholarships – Prizes awarded by the family from a fund established by the 
late Distinguished Professor Emeritus David D. Siegel to members of the Albany 
Law Review editorial board for excellent service and academic leadership.  
Daniel J. Christian, Samuel D. Chubb, Marcos A. Grael, Emily A. Gray, 
Catherine A. Graziose, Andrew C. Hersey, Kristen Ippolito, Emma E. Marshall, 
Daniel J. Martucci, Lauren N. Mordacq, Jay T. Oddi, Ashley M. Rothe,  
Amanda M. Tucciarone, Candace T. White, Autumn J. Young

Stone Family Prize Fund in Business and Entrepreneurship – A prize 
awarded from a fund established by Christine Stone ’81 to a graduate who has 
distinguished him or herself through outstanding efforts in the Community 
Development Clinic. Zena Zimmerglass

Kate Stoneman Student Award – A prize awarded from a fund established by 
Miriam M. Netter, Class of 1972 and founding member of Kate Stoneman Day, 
to the graduating senior who exemplifies the pioneering spirit of Kate Stoneman, 
Class of 1898, first female graduate of Albany Law School and first female 
member of the New York State Bar. Catrina Young

Student Service Award – A prize awarded from a fund established by members 
of the Class of 1990 to a student at the end of the second academic year in 
recognition of unselfish commitment to the Law School community.  
Kieran Murphy (2018)

Maurice Supiro Prize – A prize awarded from a fund established by Mildred 
Supiro, in memory of her brother, Maurice Supiro, Class of 1919, to the 
valedictorian of the graduating class. Jordan R. Fruchter

Thomson Reuters Award – Prizes awarded annually to the students having the 
highest standing in the field of Evidence.  
Jordan R. Fruchter and Emma E. Marshall
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Trustees’ First Prize – A prize awarded by the Board of Trustees to the graduate 
maintaining the highest average for the three-year course of study.  
Jordan R. Fruchter

Trustees’ Second Prize – A prize awarded by the Board of Trustees to the 
graduate maintaining the second highest average for the three-year course of 
study. Jay B. Kindlon

Matthew Bender Prize – A prize of a set of Drafting New York Wills and a copy 
of LexisNexis AnswerGuide New York Surrogates Court, 2015 Edition, awarded 
by LexisNexis Matthew Bender, a leading provider of analytical legal research, to 
the two graduates having the highest standing in the field of Trusts and Estates. 
Jay B. Kindlon and Benjamin J. Wisher

Herbert E. Cohen Prize – A prize awarded from a fund established under the will 
of Herbert E. Cohen, Class of 1957, to the graduate demonstrating the greatest 
potential for excellence in the area of Corporate Law and Taxation.  
Jordan R. Fruchter

John Dugan Prize – A prize awarded to a student who has demonstrated academic 
excellence in one of the fields of particular interest to Mr. Dugan: Tax Law,  
Tax Policy, and Government Finance. Andrew E. Clark, Nicholas W. Favreau,  
Jordan R. Fruchter, Jacob M. Koch and Samuel A. Waterbury

Friedman Prize – A prize awarded from a fund established by Irving and Lillian 
S. Friedman, Class of 1958, to the graduate who attains the highest average in the 
subject of Family Law. Brian J. Palamar

The Eugene M. Karp, ’56 Prize in Trust & Estates – A prize awarded from a 
fund established by the Karp family in memory of Eugene M. Karp, Esq., Class 
of 1956, a distinguished alumnus of Albany Law School and prominent member 
of the legal community, to the graduate having the highest standing in the subject 
of Trusts & Estates. Jay B. Kindlon and Benjamin J. Wisher

MatLawtm Prize – An annual award, provided by MatLawtm, Inc., given for 
outstanding achievement in family law to the graduates having the highest 
standing in the courses of Family Law and Matrimonial Law and Practice.  
Brooke M. Fane and Marissa C. Gordon

Selma Mintz Memorial Prize – A prize awarded from a fund established by  
Dr. Stephen J. and Nancy Mintz Sills, Class of 1976, in memory of a most 
supportive mother, awarded to a student who graduates with honors while raising 
a family. Stephanie M. Reighart
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Joseph Rosch Prize – A prize awarded from a fund established by Emil Peters, Class 
of 1932, and his wife, Winifred Rosch Peters, in honor of her father, Joseph Rosch, 
former Justice of the New York State Supreme Court and former Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees, to the graduate having the highest standing in the subject of 
Administrative Law. Catherine A. Graziose

Jacob L. Rubenstein Prize – A prize awarded from a fund established by the will of 
Ida D. Rubenstein in memory of Jacob L. Rubenstein, Class of 1914, awarded to 
the graduate having the highest standing in Procedure subjects.  
Kristen Ippolito and Benjamin J. Wisher

The Wann Family Prize for Excellence in Business Law and Litigation – A prize 
awarded from a fund established by Nancy Wann ’06 and the Wann Family 
Foundation to the graduate having the highest grade point average within the 
litigation concentration after the first semester of the third year. Ashley M. Rothe

John C. Welsh Prize – A prize awarded from a fund established by members of the 
faculty and staff in recognition of the many services given to Albany Law School by 
Professor John C. Welsh, Class of 1955, to the graduate having the highest standing 
in the subjects of Property and Trusts and Estates. Jay B. Kindlon

White-Rosbrook Prize – A prize awarded by the Board of Trustees in memory 
of Frank White and Alden Rosbrook, former teachers at Albany Law School and 
authors in the field of corporation law, to the graduates having the highest standing 
in Business Organizations. Jay B. Kindlon and Ashley M. Rothe
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Albany Law School is the nation's oldest independent school of law. Founded 
in 1851, Albany Law has played an important role in the development of legal 

education in the United States.

In mid-19th century America, the standard preparation for the bar was a legal 
clerkship. The school's founders—Amos Dean, Ira Harris and Amasa Parker, all 
successful lawyers active in public affairs—felt that this approach fell short in 
preparing new lawyers. The trio set out to replace it with a structured educational 
program that encompassed both thorough knowledge of the principles of law, and 
experience in applying them. Their philosophy of legal education caught hold and 
Albany Law School flourished. This combination of theory and practice continues 
to be a hallmark of an Albany Law education today.

The school's early history is marked with a range of noteworthy milestones and 
accomplishments. In 1873, it affiliated with Albany Medical College and Union 
College to form Union University. Later on Albany College of Pharmacy, now 
Albany College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences, joined. Each institution has its 
own governing board and is responsible for its own programs.

Albany Law School has attracted and produced many historically-distinguished 
alumni, including:

·  David Brewer, U.S. Supreme Court Justice
·  James Campbell Matthews, New York State’s first Black judge
·  Robert H. Jackson, U.S. Supreme Court Justice
·  William McKinley, 25th President of the United States
·  Kozu Senzaburo, first Asian graduate
·  Kate Stoneman, first woman admitted to the New York Bar
·   Alinton Telle, first Native American graduate; National Secretary,  

Choctaw Nation

In 1875, Albany Law published the nation's first student-edited law review, the 
Albany Law School Journal. An innovative lecture series on legal ethics began just 
after the turn of the century.

Throughout the 20th century, Albany Law School expanded and diversified the 
faculty, curriculum and student body. It added important programs such as the 
Albany Law School Clinic & Justice Center, in which students and faculty provide 
legal support for low-income citizens, and the Government Law Center, a highly 
respected resource for law- and policymakers in Albany and elsewhere around the 
country. Most recently it added a Center for Excellence in Law Teaching.
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