[Used in a 1L legal writing and research class in which students are required to conduct an appellate style oral argument at the end of the course based on year long class hypothetical case.]

Oral Argument Grading Sheet -- Spring 2009



Student: __________________
Client:  

 



Issue:




Appearance (appropriate attire and appearance, nothing distracting during argument)


Comments : ___________________________________________________________________________
Introduction/Beginning of Argument (“May it please the Court . . . .”  Introduces self, client, co-counsel & roadmap of argument (main points, relief requested).  Appellant--requested time for rebuttal)

Comments : ___________________________________________________________________________
Materials (limited and organized, easy to use, not cluttered or distracting)


Comments: ___________________________________________________________________________
Eye contact (limited reading during introduction and throughout argument)

Comments: __________________________________________________________________________
Speed, volume, tone (appropriate speed, appropriate volume, natural and conversational tone, avoids verbal filters)


Comments: __________________________________________________________________________
Professionalism (professional when not speaking)

Comments: __________________________________________________________________________
Decorum, respect (appropriately formal, proper respect, does not talk over court)


Comments: __________________________________________________________________________
Proper organization of Argument (strongest argument first)


Comments: __________________________________________________________________________
Content of Argument (mastery of record, cases and other authorities, public policy)


Comments: __________________________________________________________________________
Answers to questions (content of answers, direct responses, not evasive) & grace under fire (handles tough or multiple questions gracefully and respectfully))

Comments: __________________________________________________________________________
Transitions (able to transition back to argument smoothly after questions)


Comments: __________________________________________________________________________
Conciliation (does not give in too quickly, but concedes if necessary/appropriate and not detrimental to case)


Comments: __________________________________________________________________________
Comments on overall performance:

___________________________________________________________________________________________
